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Commodi'by  loans  are  being  currently  offered  on  cotton  and  wheat  by  the 
Commodity  Credit  Corporation  through  the  Production  and  Marketing  Admin- 
istration and  county  ACA  offices.     These  loans  give  agricultural  producers 
the  advantage  of  immediate  money  for  operating  and  other  necessary  expenses. 
Producers  have  the  privilege  of  redeeming  the  commodities  at  any  time  to  take 
advantage  of  any  increase  in  market  price.    The  government's  purpose  for 
establishing  loans  on  certain  commodities  is  to  eliminate  the  risk  of  a  low 
return  in  the  case  of  a  market  depression.    In  the  event  of  a  rising  market, 
the  producer  may  at  any  time  pay  off  the  amount  of  the  loan  plus  interest, 
and  redeem  the  c ommodity  for  sale  on  the  market.     Cotton  and  wheat  under 
loan  arc  insured  by  the  Commodity  Credit  Corporation  against  loss  through 
fire,  storm,  theft  and  other  external  causes. 

Cotton  and  wheat  farmers  who  wish  to  take  advantage  of  these  commodity 
loan  features  may  obtain  full  particulars  from  county  ACA  offices. 


The  Secretary  of  Agriculture  recommended  to  the  OFA  on  August  SO  that 
the  ceiling  price  on  pinto  dried  beans  be  increased  §1*50  per  cwt.  This 
would. bring  the  rrax imum  price  up  to  02.50  per  cwt.    Under  the  new  price 
control  lav.'  t  is  recommendation  must  be  put  into  effect  within  10  days. 
The  Secretary  said  that  the  purpose  of  the  increase  is  to  bring  about 
orderly  marketing  of  the  1C46  crop  and  to  increase  the  production  in  194-7* 
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Cons ervation  has  become  the  password  in  agriculture^  vocabulary,  so 
says  C.  V.  Hemphill,  State  Director  of  the  Production  and  Marketing 
Administration  in  New  Mexico.    If  acros  of  farm  and  range  land  arc  to  bo  kept 
in  peal:  producing  condition,  there  is  still  lots  of  work  to  be  done  in 
taking  care  of  our  basic  agricultural  resources* . 

Mr«  Hemphill  pointed  out  that  there  is  a  tremendous  need  for  all  typos 
of  conservation  work  to  control  water  and  soil  erosion.    In  the  field  of 
permanent  practices,  for  example,  terracing  is  needed  on  one  million  acro3 
of  New  Mexico's  cropland}  sod  waterways,  ditch  and  tile  draino.ge  are  noc» 
cssary  on  almost  one-quarter  million  acres.    Farm  irrigation  systems  on  one- 
half  million  acres  should  be  reorganized  for  the  most  economical  use  of 
available  water*    Numerous  acres  of  rangcland  require  dams  and  reservoirs 
to  provide  adequate  livestock  water  and  control  erosion. 

In  the  field  of  practices  recurring  periodically,  mere  farmland  should 
be  stripcropped,  contour  furrowed  and  subsoiled.    Numerous  acres  of  pasture 
r.nd  rangcland  need  rosooding  either  by  deferred  -razing  or  artificial  means. 
Such  practices  eliminate  tho  danger  of  accelerated  soil  washing  and  helps 
the  land  to  retain  its  moisture.    Hemphill  said  that  here  in  New  Mexico 
where  rainfall  is  usually  insufficient  such  practices  as  leaving  stalks  on 
the  land,  contour  listing,  pit  cultivation  and  the  seeding  of  cover  crops 
are  "musts"  for  the  prevention  of  soil  erosion  and  the  retention  of  moisture. 

All  of  those  and  other  practices  arc  encouraged  by  the  offer  of 
technical  advice  and  financial  assistance  through  participation  in  the 
Agricultural  Conservation  Program,  Hemphill  added.    They  are  just  a  few 
of  the  practices  that  need  to  be  carried  out  to  repair  the  damage  do"G  by 
previous  soil  exploitation  and  to  prevent  further  destruction. 
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FATS  AND  OILS  FOR  VETERANS 

Veterans  who  are  establishing  or  reestablishing  themselves  in  business- 
es requiring  fats  and  oils  can  now  obtain  assistance  in  securing  such  fats 
and  oils  from  the  Production  and  Marketing  Administration,  according  to 
C.  V.  Hemphill,  State  Diroctor.    To  be  eligible  for  such  assistance,  a 
veteran  must  meet  certain  requirements •    Primarily  ho  must  bo  sole  owner 
and  active  head  of  the  business  and  the  operation  of  such  business  most  be 
his  principal  occupation.    There  are  also  provisions  for  assistance  to 
businesses  jointly  owned  and  operated  by  a  veteran  and  members  of  his 
immediate  family  or  by  two  or  more  veterans. 

The  maximum  amount  of  fats  and  oils  which  the  Production  and  Marketing 
Administration  will  approve  and  will  attempt  to  assist  an  eligible  veteran 
in  obtaining  for  business  depends  upon  the  kind  of  business  which  the  veteran 
is  engaged  in  and  the  annual  amount  of  fats  and  oils  required  te  operate 
such  business*    Additional  information  concerning  this  assistance  may  be 
obtained  from  the  State  Production  and  Marketing  Administration  office  or 
county  ACA  offices  located  in  county  scats. 

RESTRICTIONS  LIFTED  0IT  YJTIEAT  MILLPESDS 
Discontinuance  of  the  required  SO  percent  extraction  rate  by  millers 
producing  wheat  flour  has  made  possible  the  lifting  of  various  restrictions 
on  receipts  of  wheat  millfecds  and  the  use  of  such  products  in  manufacturing 
mixed  feeds.     The  customary  extraction  rate  of  72  percent  will  make  available 
larror  amounts  of  millfecds  which  arc  the    byproduct  of  flour  manufacture. 

These  limitations  were  part  of  the  program  to  get  equitable  distribution 
of  byproduct  feed  for  livestock  and  poultry  during  a  time  when  increased 
wheat  exports  were  necessary  to  help  offset  famine  and  hunger  abroad.  Mixed 
feed  manufacturers  are  still  prohibited  from  using  during  current  months  more 
than  85  percent  of  the  grain,  grain  products,  and  grain  byproducts  used  dur- 
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LATEST  CHANGES  OP  RuRM  LUMBER 

Farmers  can  have  legs  custom- sawed  by  mills  for  their  own  use,  accord- 
ing to  tx  directive  of  the  Civilian  Production  Administration,  provided  such 
lumber  docs  not  exceed  5,000  board  foot  during  a  calendar  quarter. 

Howoyojf,  another  change  may  reduce  the  amount  of  lumber  available  fcr 
farmers'  use  in  repair  and  maintenance  on  farms*    Previously,  lumber  distri- 
buters had  to  set  aside  75  percent  of  their  lumbor  for  rated  orders  — 
mainly  veterans1  housing  —  until  the  end  of  the  calendar  month.    Now  they 
are  required  to  set  aside  80  percent  for  rated  orders,  and  to  hold  any  sur- 
plus over  until  the  next  month  for  filling  rated  orders.    Lumber  not  used 
to  fill  rated  order  was  previously  released  to  farmers  and  others*  However, 
this  now  -revision  does  not  affect  the  majority  of  rural  lumber  yards. 
Farmers  hold  ratings  from  the  Department  of  Agriculture  to  buy  lumbor  from 
dealers  only  for  essential  farm  construction  and  net  for  maintenance  cr 
repair  v;or!c  on  farms. 

HEWS  —  BRIEFS 

V/hilc  world  food  supplies  for  the  1946-47  consumption  year  are  expect- 
ed to  be  slightly  a  ovc  194-5-46,  the  level  attained  will  still  bo  consider- 
ably bo low  the  prewar  average. 

Average  not  income  of  U»  S.  farm  operators  from  agriculture  and  Govern- 
ment payments  in  1945  was  about  022 50  per  farm,  ranging  from  an  average  of 
$6051  in  California  to  a  low  of  $896  in  "Vest  Virginia. 

Under  the  provisions  of  the  Price  Control  Extension  Act  of  1946j 
ceiling  prices  can  be  maintained  on  agricultural  commodities  only  if  they 
are  in  short  supply. 

Inclusion  of  agricultural  commodities  on  the  Secretary  of  Agricultural 

"short  supply"  list  certified  the  first  of  each  month  merely  makes  them 
"eligible"  for  control  and  does  not  restore  them  to  control  if  they  have 
been  decontrolled. 


